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ESL TEACHERS

HALEE WHITMAN

Halee Whitman is thrilled to be teaching ESL at Evergreen Academy. She has a lifelong fascination with English that
was fostered by her father, an English teacher. With a BA in English and an MA in Education, she has 20+ years of
corporate education experience in facilitation, curriculum development, and E-Learning software.

When not working, Halee is a freelance educator for small businesses, where she facilitates classes and activities
based on team building, diversity and inclusion, and communication. She enjoys outdoor activities, such as hiking
and kayaking, and can often be found photographing nature.

MICHAEL KROETCH

Michael Kroetch is an ESL instructor with over 17 years of experience in the field. He has a Master's Degree in English
Literature and has taught English language learners of all ages and skill levels, in Germany, Malta, Spain, and Russia.

Michael lives in Burke, Virginia with his wife Maria and their three-year-old daughter, Roza. He is also an
accomplished artist whose past exhibitions include the prestigious Alex Gallery in Dupont, Washington, DC (see his
work at www.michaelkroetch.com).

PHIL COLKER

Phil Colker has been an instructor at Evergreen Academy since 2018. He holds a BA in Social Science from James
Madison University, an MS from American University, and TESOL certification from Northern Virginia Community
College.

Phil loves to see the joy on his students’ faces when they grasp a difficult lesson. After 20 years of teaching at six
different institutes in the DMV, Phil knows that students benefit most when lessons are learner-centered,
communicative, and fun. He has made an outstanding contribution to the academic achievements and personal
growth of his students here at Evergreen Academy.

ALENA KORSAKAVA

Alena Korsakava has been teaching languages to students of all ages for over 14 years. She has taught English,
ltalian, Russian, and Belarusian in Belarus, Italy and the USA, respectfully. She studied at Minsk Linguistic University
and moved to the USA in 2013 with her husband, their daughter and son.

Some other hobbies of Alend’s include camping, hiking, and kayaking. Her family loves the outdoors and spending
time in nature together—especially in the summer. She also loves reading books and watching movies in different
languages.

ELENA FILIMONOVA

Elena Filimonova has over 25 years of experience teaching in several different countries, including Oman, China,
Belarus, Ukraine, Spain, and Sweden. She holds multiple MAs, in International Education and Pedagogy, from
Stockholm University and Belarus State University, respectfully. The award she is proudest of is being named
Russia’s Online English Teacher of the Year in 2019 by leading online Russian education company Dist-Tutor.

Elena is a competitive chess player, coach, and participant of various chess tournaments. She also plays the guitar,
dances - performs regularly onstage, and is currently learning Spanish and French. Not only does she teach English,
but she also teaches German and Russian.
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sunny Lee Andrew Kim Christine McMorrow Tom Birner

President Chief Operating Officer Senior Curriculum Developer Academic Advisor
sm@ea.edu akim@ea.edu cmcmorrow@ea.edu tbirner@ea.edu

Atika Lafai Gurseren Ari Chloe An
Enrollment Coordinator Office Administrator Registrar (ApPC)
alafai@ea.edu gari@ea.edu can@ea.edu
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